
 

  

 

   
 

Media Release 

14 May 2026 

Canberra emergency and disaster professionals invited to strengthen disaster 
resilience through Gender and Disaster Australia training 

As Canberra communities continue to recover from another busy storm season and 
prepare for increasing climate-related emergencies, Gender and Disaster Australia will 
deliver its national Lessons in Disaster training program in Canberra on 27 May 2026. 

The training comes as the ACT reflects on a severe weather season that saw the ACT State 
Emergency Service respond to more than 800 requests for assistance linked to storms, 
flooding and weather-related damage across the Territory.  

Designed for emergency management professionals, community leaders, health and 
social service workers, and anyone involved in disaster preparedness and recovery, the 
Lessons in Disaster training program explores how disasters affect people differently 
based on gender, social roles and vulnerability, and how communities can build more 
inclusive and effective responses. 

The Canberra delivery is particularly timely, with the ACT community continuing to face the 
realities of severe storms, flash flooding and bushfire risk, while many residents still carry 
the lived experience of the 2019–20 Black Summer bushfires and subsequent extreme 
weather events. 

Dr Margaret Moreton, CEO of Gender and Disaster Australia, said the training would help 
Canberra organisations and communities better understand the social dimensions of 
disaster resilience. 

“Disasters are never gender neutral. We know from decades of research and lived 
experience that emergencies affect people differently depending on their roles, 
responsibilities and access to resources,” Dr Moreton said. 

“Canberra has a highly engaged community sector and strong emergency management 
capability. This program provides practical insights to help organisations strengthen 
preparedness, recovery and community resilience in ways that are inclusive, evidence-
based and locally relevant.” 

https://genderanddisaster.com.au/training/
https://www.cmtedd.act.gov.au/open_government/inform/act_government_media_releases/marisa-paterson-mla-media-releases/2026/storm-season-ends-in-the-act
https://www.cmtedd.act.gov.au/open_government/inform/act_government_media_releases/marisa-paterson-mla-media-releases/2026/storm-season-ends-in-the-act
https://knowledge.aidr.org.au/resources/black-summer-bushfires-act-2020/


 

  

 

   
 

The Lessons in Disaster program draws on Australian disaster case studies and 
international research to explore topics including: 

• gendered impacts of disasters and climate emergencies  
• community recovery and resilience  
• family violence following disasters  
• leadership and decision-making in emergencies  
• supporting vulnerable and at-risk communities.  

The Canberra workshop will be delivered on Wednesday, 27 May 2026. Bookings are 
essential by registering here or visiting: https://genderanddisaster.com.au/training/ 

ENDS 

Media enquiries: 
Kim Grosser, Communication and Events Specialist, Gender and Disaster Australia 
k.grosser@gadaustralia.com.au  

About Gender and Disaster Australia 
Gender and Disaster Australia is the national leader working at the intersection of gender 
and disaster to provide evidence-based education, training, and resources to address the 
harmful impacts of gendered expectations before, during, and after disasters. 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lessons-in-disaster-canberra-may-2026-tickets-1986497313941?aff=oddtdtcreator&keep_tld=true#location
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lessons-in-disaster-canberra-may-2026-tickets-1986497313941?aff=oddtdtcreator&keep_tld=true#location
https://genderanddisaster.com.au/training/
mailto:k.grosser@gadaustralia.com.au
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